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	 	 	 	 	 	 Gothenburg/Oslo,	Nov.	2,	2017	

The	Storting	Elections	Committee,	chair	Olemic	Thommessen		

Members,	of	the	Storting	Elections	Committee,	Oslo		

The	Nobel 	Committee: 	Criteria 	for	being	el ig ible. 	Proposals 	for 	suitable	
persons. 	

Nobel	Peace	Prize	Watch	refers	to	its	letter	October	23,	2017	(see	nobelwill.org)	to	the	
Storting	and	the	Elections	Committee	about	Parliament	under	Swedish	law	having	the	full	

and	ultimate	responsibility	and	authority,	also	for	the	peace	prizes.	What	doe	this	imply	in	
practical	terms?	

In	its	decision	in	March	2012,	the	Swedish	Foundation	Authority	expected	clear	guidelines	to	
ensure	stable	compliance	over	time	with	Nobel's	purpose.	The	prize	should	promote	

“creation	of	the	brotherhood	of	nations,"	a	co-operation	to	free	the	peoples	of	the	world's	
from	weapons,	warriors	and	war,	and	thus	protect	our	common	prosperity	and	security.		

Since	its	task	is	to	select	a	Nobel	Committee	of	the	best	suited	to	promote	Nobel´s	idea,	the	
legal	responsibility	of	the	Storting	is	to	appoint	the	best	in	accordance	with	a	correct	

understanding	of	Nobel´s	purpose.	This	was	confirmed	in	a	separate	statement	from	19	
professors	of	law	in	our	letter	of	October	23.	The	interpretation	of	the	purpose	is	thoroughly	
documented	in	the	books	by	Heffermehl	on	the	peace	prize.	The	official	Norwegian	military-	

and	security	policies	are	in	our	view	the	direct	opposite	of	the	peace	thinking	Nobel	wished	
to	promote,	to	build	law	and	remove	arms.	This	will	exclude	next	to	all	in	Norwegian	politics	

and	in	official	circles	dealing	with	international	issues,	including	peace	research.		

We	wish	to	mention	four	Norwegians	whom	we	presume	stand	for	Nobel's	alternative	to	
militarism	and	armaments:	Thomas	Hylland	Eriksen,	Jostein	Gaarder,	Margrethe	Tingstad,	
Arne	Johan	Vetlesen.	It	may	be	timely	to	have	members	from	Sweden,	such	as:	Lena	Ag,	K.	

G.	Hammar,	Maj-Britt	Theorin,	Jan	Oberg.	Outside	Scandinavia	we	wish	to	mention:	Ray	
Acheson,	Canada;	Mairead	Maguire,	Northern	Ireland;	Federico	Mayor,	Spain;	Madeleine	
Rees,	South	Africa;	Scilla	Elworthy,	and	Bruce	Kent,	UK;	Peter	Becker,	Germany;	Richard	Falk,	

Chris	Hedges,	and	David		Swanson,	USA.	All	are	well	suited,	NPPW	has	highlighted	five.		

With	regards	 	 	

																																																													
Adress: mail@nobelwill.org, Nobel Peace Prize Watch, c/o Magnusson, Marklandsgatan 63, 
414 77 Göteborg, Sverige. 
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( + a n  o p e d  p rin t e d  in  A f t e n p o s t e n  N o v .  2 ,  
2 0 1 7 ,  N OT  in c lu d e d  w it h  t h e  le t t e r t o  
Pa rlia m e n t )  

No rw a y ´ s  p a rlia m e n t  m u s t  c o m p ly  w it h  
S w e d is h  la w  
The  f iv e  Nobe l priz e s  are  be ing  confe rred by  t he  Nobe l Foundat ion. 
Swedish law applie s . The  full aut horit y  and full re spons ibilit y  lie s  in 
S t ockholm , also  for t he  peace  priz e . When t he  newly  e lec t ed  
Norwegian Parliam ent  in a m ont h shall appoint  t hree  m em bers  t o  t he  
Nobe l Com m it t ee  it  m us t  t ake  t he  consequences  o f  recent  legal 
c larif icat ions ; by  t he  decis ions  o f  t he  Swedish aut horit ie s  in 2 0 1 2  and 
in 2 0 1 5  t he  Nobe l Foundat ion gav e  up an appeal t o  t he  Swedish 
gov ernm ent . Following  t he se  decis ions , t he  rout ine  for t he  e lec t ion o f  
t he  Nobe l Com m it t ee  is  no  longer v iable . Board m em bers  in S t ockholm  
risk pe rsonal f inancial liabilit y  if  t hey  pay  priz e s  t hat  do  not  m at ch 
Nobe l's  int ent ion. Furt he r de t ails  on all o f  t his  are  av ailable  on t he  
Nobe l Peace  Priz e  Wat ch webs it e , nobe lwill.org . 

My  s t ruggle  t o  re s t ore  t he  Nobe l Peace  Priz e , hav ing  begun wit h an 
art ic le  in A f t enpos t en 1 4 .8  2 0 0 7 , has  now passed it s  t ent h 
anniv e rsary . From  t he  v e ry  beginning  I asked t he  Nobe l Com m it t ee  se t  
t he ir p laces  at  y our d isposal and open t o  t he  choice  o f  a com m it t ee  
who v ot ed  wit h t he  Nobe l Priz e  purpose  - which is  not  a boundle ss  
peace  concept , but  an idea o f  how t o  prev ent  war. Nobe l's  m e t hod is  
t he  oppos it e  o f  what  is  be ing  fo llowed in Norwegian securit y  policy . 
The  priz e  should  support  e f fort s  t o  e s t ablish t he  "f rat e rnit y  o f  
nat ions" - a g lobal cooperat ion on d isarm am ent  would  f ree  us  f rom  t he  
deadly  m ode l t hat  - at  as t ronom ical cos t s  - carrie s  hum ankind t oward 
deat h and des t ruct ion. Norm ally , a policy  m us t  win in open debat e s  - 
he re  it  enjoy s  legal prot ec t ion. The  role  o f  Norwegian polit ic ians  he re  is  
not  t o  dev e lop polic ie s . They  are  t hem , but  t hey  hav e  a legal obligat ion 
t o  prev ent  peace  priz e s  se lec t ions  t hat  re sult  in pe rsonal liabilit y  for 
t he  Foundat ion's  Board m em bers .  

In 1 8 9 6  Le f t  brought  t he  Peace  Priz e  t o  Norway ; in 1 9 4 8  Labor 
de s t roy ed it . A t  t he  t im e  Right  (Conserv at iv e rs )  prot e s t ed  full t hrot t le  



agains t  de legat ing  t he  choice  o f  com m it t ee  m em bers  t o  t he  part y  
groups . The  part y  f eared t his  would  harm  and change  t he  priz e . The  
Right  was  right , Nobe l's  idea has  been forgot t en. This  cannot  cont inue . 

Fredrik S . He f fe rm ehl, lawy er, aut hor, edit or o f  nobe lwill.org  


